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after considerable search could a single specimen be found in 
this locality. 

On April 28, 1952, two adults of vaga were collected near a 
sink in the Experiment Station office at Weslaco. Later, on 
May 27, vaga was found to be rather abundant in clumps of 
Rhodes grass between Weslaco and Donna, Tex. Both young 
and adults occurred there, and three or four could usually be 
found easily in a single clump. Many of the females were 
carrying obthecae. 

From observations made during the rearing of the nymphs 
to adults, there was no evidence that any food we offered the 
caged nymphs was eaten ; they apparently existed entirely on 
decaying organic matter. 

Blattelta vaga is slightly smaller and of a more delicate ap- 
pearance than B . german iea, and is best recognized in the field 
by its blackish face. This character was indicated by Doner 
and Thomssen, 1943 (Soap and San. Chem. 19 (9) : 94), who 
included vaga in a simple key to a few common roaches. Struc- 
turally, the male sexual organs provide the most reliable dis- 
tinguishing characters for vaga. 



REDESCRIPTION OF THE GENUS BURTINUS STAL AND 
DESCRIPTION OF A NEW SPECIES FROM 
PUERTO RICO 

( Hem iptfra, Coreidae) 

Hy J. Maldonado Capriles, Department of Biology , 

University of Puerto Rieo , Mayaguez 

The genus Burtinus was described by Stal in “Till Kanne- 
domen om Corrida.” Ofvers. Svenska Vet.-Akad. Forh. 16: 
459, Dec. 1859. lie included only the species notatipennis 
Stal. In 1881, Distant described Alydus femoralis in Biologia 
Centrali-Amerieana, Rhynchota, Yol. 1, p. 158, pi. 15, fig. 9. 
Distant later decided that femoralis should also be placed in 
Burtimts (toe. cit ., p. 373). Barber (1914, Bui. Amer. Mus. 
Nat. Hist. 33:521), however, found femoralis to be a synonym 
of notatipennis. The genus has therefore remained monotypic. 
The purpose of the present paper is to add a second species 
and to recharacterize the genus. The author is much indebted 
to Dr. R. I. Sailer and to Prof, dose A. Ramos for their assist- 
ance in writing this paper. 

Genus Burtinus Stal 

Burtinus Stal, 1851), Ofvers. Svenska Vet.-Akad. Fork. 1C>: 45P. 

Elongate, slender, depressed above, convex beneath; broadly rounded 
anteriorly and posteriorly. Slightly wider near base of wings. Pronotum 
and head declivous. 
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Head broader across eyes than long; as long as base of pronotnm. 
Tylus slightly exceeding jugae. Antennal tubercle very short. First anten- 
nal segment surpassing apex of head. Second antennal segment slightly 
longer or longer than first; fourth segment the longest, cylindrical, 
stoutest. Rostrum slender, reaching mesocoxa ; first segment the longest, 
fourth longer than third. Gula slightly wider than width of an eye. 
Pronotun) wider than long, trapezoidal; edges carinate, smoothly wavy, 
with very shallow indentation at middle of hind margin. Apical angles 
acute, without spines, punctate. 




Fig. 1, Burtinus notat iprnnis Stal, dorsal aspect of male genitalia; 
fig. 2, R. luteomarginatus , new species, ventral aspect of male genitalia; 
fig. 3, B. luteomarginatus , dorsal aspect of male genitalia. 



Scutellum longer than wide, punctate. Hemelytrn with corium opaque, 
punctate, with apex extending to nearly three-fourths of membrane. 
Membrane slightly exceeding tip of abdomen. 

Osteolar orifice slitlike, between meso and metacoxa, prolonged as a 
very short, curved canal. Legs slender, unarmed, except hind femur 
which has 3 or 4 moderately long, stout spines; these longer than widest 
portion of hind tibia; 1 or 2 short spines between last two. First seg- 
ment of hind tarsus one and a fourth times the length of second and 
third together. 

External genitalia of male as typified by Burtinus notatiprnnis Stal, 
fig. 1. Claspers projecting upward, with their apices broad, flattened, 
and curved forward. Median process of hypopygium much widened 
apicallv and with latero-apieal angles opposed to apices of claspers. 
I >orsoposterior margin of hypopygium with two long, slender processes. 

Genotype: Burtinus notatiprnnis Stal, 1S.”>9 (only included species). 

Burtinus is very close to AUjdus Fabrieius* and Megaloto- 
mus Fieber, sharing several characteristics with both genera. 
Ahjdus differs in having the pronotum longer than wide, the 
basal joint of hind tarsi twice the length of the other two 
united, and in the type of the genitalia. Mcgulotowus differs 
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iii having the pronotum longer than wide, the basal joint of 
hind tarsus more than twice the length of the other two united, 
the hind femora armed beneath with a row of stout spines, and 
in the type of the genitalia. 



Bnrtinus lnteomarginatus. new specie* 

Figs. 2. 3. 4 

Male 4E- Head dorsally. brown with an elevated lighter median 

longitudinal vitta. Covered with long yellowish hairs; short appressed 
golden hairs on vitta. Eyes dark brown, large. Ocelli brilliant, ele- 
vated. Antennal segment T straminens: IT and III with basal two- 
thirds to three-fourths, and IV with basal third straminens; apical por- 
tions blackish brown; covered with moderately long hairs. Rostrum 
b.jekish. Pronotum dark brown, lateral margins yellowish ; posterior 
margin with a small yellowish spot at middle; covered with scattered 
golden yellow hairs. Scutellum dark brown, with a small yellowish 
spot at tip. Hemelytra brown, costal area yellowish: except membrane, 
covered with scattered golden yellow hairs. Membrane fuscous. Body 
laterally, from base of beak to end of abdomen with a broad yellowish 
brown stripe, spotted with red. An elongated yellowish area ventral on 
lirst visible abdominal segment : rest of abdomen, meso and metasternal 
areas blackish. Margin of connexivinm yellowish. All three pairs of 
legs similarly colored: coxa, trochanter and femur black; tibia yellow- 
ish with blackish brown apex; second and third segments and claws 
blackish brown. 

Head across eyes wider than long; slightly shorter than pronotum. 
Lengths of antennal segments as follows: I. 20: II. 20: III. 20; IV. 45. 
First segment surpasses apex of head. Rostrum extending to middle 
coxa; lengths of segments as follows: I, 20; II, 17; III, S; IV. 12. 
Pronotum wider than long; very narrow collar. Anterior ealli not prom- 
inent, narrow, slightly elevated at middle, rough, not punctate. Pos- 
terior lobe deeply and closely punctate. Depressed lateral and hind 
margins. Posterior margin with a shallow broad indentation at middle. 
Seutelliim longer than wide, punctate. Hemelytra with costal margin 
Hightly eoneavely sinuate about one-half from base. Hind tibia terete, 
straight, without spur at apex. Basal joint of hind tarsi one and a 
fourth times the length of the second and third united. Osteolar opening 
distinct, slitlike, between meso and metaeoxae. Hind femur with three 
medium sized spines at apex, two very short stout spinules before and 
after last spine. Overall length 11.0 mm. 

Male genitalia . — Claspers with apical portions outwardly projected, 
apical margin rounded in outline, tig. 2. Median process of hypopygium 
with latero-apical angles unarmed, ungulate; central lobe obtusely 
rounded. Dorsal processes reaching to claspers. straight, slender and 
tapering, tig. 3. 

Female . — Slightly darker than male, coloration otherwise similar. 
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Fig. 4, JSurtinus Juttomartiinatus , new species, male liolotype. 
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This species was described from one male and one female 
collected in light traps and one male by sweeping 1 vegetation 
near the beach at Ponce, Puerto Rico. 

Types — Holotype <5, Ponce, Puerto Rico, August 15, 1946. 
P. S. X. M. no. 61564. Allotype, 9, same locality, July 10, 
1947 (II. 8. National Museum)'. Paratype, 6 . same locality. 
Amrnst 1947 (in the author’s collection). 

THE GENUS METACOLUS IN NORTH AMERICA 

( II YMEXOPTERA, ClI ALCIDOIDEA) 

In the Hymenoptera of America North of Mexico — Synoptic 
Catalog (Muesebeek et a/., U. 8. Dept. Agr. Monog. 2, p. 549), 
the pteromalid genus Mctacolus Foerster is placed in the tribe 
Pteromalini. Actually it is almost impossible to characterize 
that tribe in such a way that Mctacolus will be retained in it, 
while excluding the genus Ehaphitelus Walker. The latter 
is the only North American genus now placed in the tribe 
Rhaphitelini. 

Restudy of the European genotype species, as well as the 
North American forms referred to Ehaphitelus and Mctacolus, 
shows clearly that the two belong in the same tribe. Both have 
incomplete parapsidal furrows, sessile abdomen, each hind 
tibia with a single spur, and the marginal vein so greatly 
thickened that it is only two and one-half to three times as 
long as wide. Consequently Metacolus should be removed 
from the Pteromalini and be placed in the Rhaphitelini. 

The above-cited catalog lists two North American species in 
Metacolus , bifaseiatus and fasciatus , both described by Girault 
on page 14 of his privately-published paper, Deseriptiones 
8tellarum Nova rum, 1917. The second of the two species was 
described from specimens from New Mexico, the first from 
ones thought to have come from West Virginia. Actually the 
latter specimens came from the Black Hills, South Dakota, 
as is shown by the Hopkins F. 8. records. Furthermore, study 
of the types of these two convinces me they are identical. 
Accordingly M. bifaseiatus Grit, should be placed as a syno- 
nym of fasciatus Grit., the latter having line priority (new 
synonymy). — B. D. Burks. V. S. Bureau of Entomology and 
Elant Quarantine. 



